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 Analysis of 2018 Provincial Budget 

 
• As per attachment 1 Capital Plan from the 2018 Budget reveals, the 

Government is forecasting a cut of more than $2.5 Billion in 2018-

2019, compared to 2017-2018 budget. There is a further $1 Billion cut over 2019-2021 compared to 2018-

2019.  Media analysis suggests a smaller cut, but it appears their analysis excludes grant funding to 

municipalities. 

 

• These cuts will impact construction jobs, as per the following estimates from  BuildForce Canada: 

  

  

Total investment 
(billions of 

$2017) 
Jobs/$1 billion 

Construction 
employment 

Institutional building 1 3,455 3,455 

Roads, highways and bridges 1 2,902 2,902 

Other engineering* 1 2,830 2,830 
* Other engineering includes pipelines, water and sewer lines, pumping stations, treatment plants, transit systems, 
tunnels and other civil engineering.  
Note (1): Entering an investment amount (in billions) will automatically generate the total construction employment 
estimate above. 

 

• At this level of investment, the Government forecasts there will be no overall improvement in the 

condition of Alberta schools and other infrastructure as per attachment 2. 
  

• There are also a couple of program expenditure decisions of note: 
- funding for delivery of apprenticeship training is boosted ($38 million in each of 2019-2020 and 2020-

2021 compared to $31 million in each of 2017-2018 and 2018-2019). It is not clear what the rationale 

for this increase is, given the reduction of employment prospects arising from the cuts to 

infrastructure spending. 
- Despite a significant jump in OHS budget, Alberta Labour is not anticipating any increase in worksite 

inspections (Attachment 3).  Employers pay a portion of the OHS Budget through a transfer of portion 

of their WCB premiums from the WCB to OHS ($46.8 Million in 2016, latest WCB Annual Report).  
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Attachment 1 

Capital Plana 
(millions of dollars) 

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

  Actual Budget Forecast Estimate Target Target 

 
    

Advanced Education 
           
731  

        
1,051  

           
995  

           
714  

           
634  

           
481  

Agriculture and Forestry 
             
51  

             
53  

             
53  

             
39  

             
35  

             
32  

Children's Services 
               
1  

               
2  

               
2  

                
-  

                
-  

                
-  

Community and Social Services 
               
4  

               
4  

               
4  

               
2  

               
1  

               
1  

Culture and Tourism 
             
47  

             
65  

             
65  

             
77  

             
54  

             
54  

Economic Development and Trade 
             
11  

             
11  

               
8  

             
10  

             
11  

             
11  

Education 
        
1,385  

        
1,389  

        
1,162  

           
744  

           
636  

           
835  

Energy 
             
42  

           
225  

             
71  

           
194  

             
21  

             
22  

Environment and Parks 
             
44  

           
135  

           
185  

             
65  

             
75  

             
59  

Health 
           
667  

        
1,132  

           
990  

        
1,338  

        
1,384  

        
1,551  

Indigenous Relations 
               
8  

               
8  

               
8  

               
8  

               
8  

               
7  

Infrastructure 
           
203  

           
282  

           
233  

           
224  

           
259  

           
308  

Justice and Solicitor General 
               
3  

               
4  

               
5  

             
10  

               
4  

               
4  

Labour 
               
2  

               
1  

               
4  

               
2  

               
1  

               
1  

Municipal Affairs 
        
1,482  

        
1,456  

        
2,251  

           
892  

           
890  

        
1,291  

Seniors and Housing 
           
328  

           
306  

           
251  

           
259  

           
199  

           
107  

Service Alberta 
           
100  

           
143  

           
123  

           
106  

             
95  

             
89  

Transportation 
        
1,267  

        
2,586  

        
2,262  

        
1,485  

        
1,262  

        
1,187  

Treasury Board and Finance 
             
14  

             
17  

             
16  

             
20  

             
13  

             
13  

Legislative Assembly 
               
1  

               
2  

               
3  

               
3  

               
2  

               
2  

2013 Alberta flood assistance 
           
179  

             
90  

             
54  

             
29  

               
1  

                
-  

Climate Leadership Plan 
               
7  

           
214  

           
420  

           
616  

           
687  

           
409  

Contingency / unallocated 
                
-  

                
-  

                
-  

          
(391) 

          
(388) 

          
(431) 

Total Capital Plan 
        
6,578  

        
9,175  

        
9,165  

        
6,444  

        
5,884  

        
6,032  

       a  The Capital Plan comprises capital grants included in expense plus capital investment in government-owned assets not included in expense. 
Capital investment adds to government capital assets, and those assets are depreciated over time through amortization expense included in total 
expense. 
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Attachment 2 

 

 

 
Source: Alberta Infrastructure Business Plan 

 

 Source: Alberta Transportation Business Plan 
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Attachment 3 

 

 


